
MARY TAYLOR MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                168-176 Broad Street                Phone: 203.874.1982 
                Milford, Connecticut  06460                          FAX:    203.877.8973 
 

 

                   Whoever you are, wherever you are 
              on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here. 

 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
AUGUST 21, 2022 

 

A DEEP ENCOUNTER 
 

THE BELL TOLLS – Welcoming us to worship God 

PRELUDE                                          
 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION (silently pray)     Frank Topping  
Lord, you understand me, you know my every thought. Enter into my mind, Lord, guide and 
direct my thoughts. Be before me when I speak, be beside me when I act, be within me when I 
listen, that I might possess  
the wisdom born of love. Amen. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BREATH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

+CALL TO WORSHIP (From Psalm 95) 
Leader:  O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
People:  Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Leader:  Come into God’s presence with singing; 
People:  Make a joyful noise with songs of praise! 
Leader:  For the Lord is a great God; 
People:  A God above all others. 
 

+OPENING HYMN #100 God, Whose Love is Reigning O’er Us    UMH 
 

God, whose love is reigning o'er us, source of all, the ending true; 
Hear the universal chorus, raised in joyful praise to you: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, worship ancient, worship new. 
 

Covenant, new again in Jesus, starchild born to set us free; 
Sent to heal us, sent to teach us, how love's children we might be. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, risen Christ, our Savior he! 
 

Lift we then our human voices, in the songs that faith would bring; 
Live we then in human choices, lives that, like our music sing: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, joined in love our praises ring! 
 



+OPENING PRAYER (join in prayer)   
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me;  
Spirit of the Living God,fall afresh on me; 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me;  
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  (join in prayer)                        
Spirit of light and life, open our eyes and our hearts. Open our ears and our minds. Open our 
lives to your ways that we may follow in your footsteps and walk in your ways. Amen.     
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON            Exodus 17:1-7   Contemporary English Version 
             Water from the Rock 

The Israelites left the desert and moved from one place to another each time 
the LORD ordered them to. Once they camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for 
them to drink. The people started complaining to Moses, “Give us some water!” Moses 
replied, “Why are you complaining to me and trying to put the LORD to the test?” But 
the people were thirsty and kept on complaining, “Moses, did you bring us out of 
Egypt just to let us and our families and our animals die of thirst?” Then Moses prayed 
to the LORD, “What am I going to do with these people? They are about to stone me to 
death!” 
The LORD answered, “Take some of the leaders with you and go ahead of the rest of the 
people. Also take along the walking stick with which you struck the Nile River. When 
you get to the rock at Mount Sinai, I will be there with you. Strike the rock with the 
stick, and water will pour out for the people to drink.” Moses did this while the leaders 
watched. The people had complained and tested the LORD by asking, “Is the LORD really 
with us?” So Moses named that place Massah, which means “testing” and Meribah, 
which means “complaining.” 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  (Young people are invited to come forward.)  Pastor Roy 
   
PRAYER HYMN #2200          O Lord, Hear My Prayer (twice)  The Faith We Sing 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer, when I call, answer me 
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer, Come and listen to me 
 

MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER      Pastor Roy 
 

OFFERING 
 
 
 



PRESENTATION            “The Doxology”     
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
  Praise God the Source of all our gifts; 
  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts; 
  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (join in prayer) 
Life-giving God, we offer you ourselves and our resources. Use us and our gifts, that we may 
be water bearers to a world thirsty for love, for meaning, for justice, and for hope. May all 
your people encounter fullness of life, through the love of Christ, which lives within us. 
Amen. 

GOSPEL LESSON       John 4: 3-30, 39-42                     New Revised Standard Version                          
   

  The Woman at the Well 
 

Jesus left Judea and started for Galilee again. This time he had to go through 
Samaria, and on his way he came to the town of Sychar. It was near the field that Jacob 
had long ago given to his son Joseph. The well that Jacob had dug was still there, and 
Jesus sat down beside it because he was tired from traveling. It was noon, and after 
Jesus' disciples had gone into town to buy some food, a Samaritan woman came to 
draw water from the well. Jesus asked her, “Would you please give me a drink of 
water?” “You are a Jew,” she replied, “and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask 
me for a drink of water when Jews and Samaritans won't have anything to do with each 
other?” Jesus answered, “You don't know what God wants to give you, and you don't 
know who is asking you for a drink. If you did, you would ask me for the water that 
gives life.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you don't even have a bucket, and the well is deep. 
Where are you going to get this life-giving water? Our ancestor Jacob dug this well for 
us, and his family and animals got water from it. Are you greater than Jacob?” Jesus 
answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again. But no one who drinks 
the water I give will ever be thirsty again. The water I give will become in that person a 
flowing fountain that gives eternal life.” 
 

The woman replied, “Sir, please give me a drink of that water! Then I won't get thirsty 
and have to come to this well again.” Jesus told her, “Go and bring your husband.” The 
woman answered, “I don't have a husband.” “That's right,” Jesus replied, “you're telling 
the truth. You don't have a husband. You have already been married five times, and the 
man you are now living with isn't your husband.” The woman said, “Sir, I can see that 
you are a prophet.  



My ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews say Jerusalem is the only place 
to worship.” Jesus said to her. “Believe me, the time is coming when you won't worship 
the Father either on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans don't really know 
the one you worship. But we Jews do know the God we worship, and by using us, God 
will save the world. But a time is coming, and it is already here! Even now the true 
worshipers are being led by the Spirit to worship the Father according to the truth. 
These are the ones the Father is seeking to worship him. God is Spirit, and those who 
worship God must be led by the Spirit to worship him according to the truth. The 
woman said, “I know that the Messiah will come. He is the one we call Christ. When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us.” “I am that one,” Jesus told her, “and I am 
speaking to you now.” 
 

The disciples returned about this time and were surprised to find Jesus talking with a 
woman. But none of them asked him what he wanted or why he was talking with her. 
The woman left her water jar and ran back into town, where she said to the 
people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! Could he be 
the Messiah?” Everyone in town went out to see Jesus. A lot of Samaritans in that town 
put their faith in Jesus because the woman had said, “This man told me everything I 
have ever done.” They came and asked him to stay in their town, and he stayed on for 
two days. Many more Samaritans put their faith in Jesus because of what they heard 
him say. They told the woman, “We no longer have faith in Jesus just because of what 
you told us. We have heard him ourselves, and we are certain that he is the Savior of 
the world!” 
 

MESSAGE             “A Deep Encounter”         Pastor Roy 
 

CLOSING HYMN #2162             Grace Alone         The Faith We Sing 
 

Every promise we can make, every prayer and step of faith,  
Every difference we will make is only by God’s grace.  
Every mountain we will climb, every ray of hope we shine,  
Every blessing left behind is only by God’s grace.  
 

Chorus: Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown he will provide. 
             Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will go forth in grace alone.  
 

Every soul we long to reach, every heart we hope to teach,  
Everywhere we share his peace is only by God’s grace.  
Every loving word we say, every tear we wipe away,  
Every sorrow turned to praise is only by God’s grace. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE 


